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COMPLAINT FORM PAGE 2
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PRACTICES
COMPLAINT FORM:
STATEMENT OF FACTS.

Ed Childers
1755 W Central
Missoula, MT 59801

ch i lders@rycintana. corn

406.728.37 5 I ; 406.546.768 1 (cell)
Montana Commissioner of Political Practices
attn: Mary Baker, Program Supervisor
1205 Eighth Avenue
Post Offrce Box2024Al
Helena, MT 59620-2401

Dear Ms. Baker et al.:

I'm writing to submit this complaint against Mr. Lewie Schneller of 22t5 So l3th West,
Missoula, MT. Mr. Schneller wishes to be elected to the position of Alderman for Missoula's Ward 6.

Mr. Schneller violated
MCA 13-35-225 (3) (a) (1) (i) "Printed election material described in subsection (1) that includes

information about another candidate's voting record must include (i) a reference to the
particular vote or votes upon which the information is based" and

MCA 13-35-225 (3) (a) (1) (ii) "Printed election material described in subsection (1) that includes
information about another candidate's voting record must include (ii) a disclosure of contrasting
votes known to have been made by the candidate on the same issues if closely related in time"

He also originally failed to include an address but that seems immaterial since that oversight was later
corrected.

Mr. Schneller was notified of his violations by the office of the Commissioner of Political
Practices. His response was a letter to Mary Baker (a copy is on file at the Commissioner's Office); the
pertinent part is headed #2, andreads as follows:

"#2. Information concerning Ed Childers voting record was received by me thru
conversations with currently sitting Missoula council members, and a weekly political advisory
group which I attend on a regular basis. To the best of my knowledge, the information on my
brochure is true and correct."

I spoke with Mary Baker on the phone in the morning of Friday, l0ll9l07. She informed me
that Mr. Schneller's response did not bring him into compliance with the requirement that he include a
reference to the particular vote or votes upon which the information was based, but that there wouldn't
be any firther action taken on the matter unless an official complaint was filed.

This is that official complaint.
I've noted that Schneller also violated the part about disclosing contrasting votes. Mr. Schneller

disclosed no useful information whatsoever.
He didn't even disclose the identities of those from whom he claims to have received the

information.

I've included copies of Mr. Schneller's brochure, which he says he's sure is all factual; also, I've
included a second lit piece from I\4r. Schneller. There's not much point trying to parse the tissue of
veiled allegations and half-tnrths, but there is a statement that says

"Ed Childers
Proposed doubling the current city council salary from $11,000 to $22,000."

Complaint by Ed Childers, 1755 W Central, Missoulao MT
against Lewie Schneller, 2215 So 13fr West, Missoula, MT
Violations of MCA t3-35-225 1011912007 Pase 1



Ed Childers
1755 W Cenhal
Missoula, MT 59801

ch i I d ers(rDmontana. corn

406.7 28.37 5 I ; 406.5 46.768 1 (cell)

I don't know if that qualifies as a violation under the law, since it doesn't say I actually voted
for a doubling; however, I don't €ver remember even proposing a doubling, so I'd sure like to know the
source of that statement.

Finally, and I suppose this is a quibble brought on by my frustration that this guy thinks he can
say anything he wants without any basis in face, the next paragraph says I'm "supportative" [sic] of an
infrastructure plan. I do support the F2F Plan, but I'm a graduate of the UM school of English, and if
I'm ever "supportative" [sic] of anlthing I might be in danger of losing my degree.

I'm not sure just how much detail you need in this complaint, since Mary's already determined
that Mr. Schneller hasn't complied, but here are some specific instances of statements by Mr. Schneller
that I voted for things, and there's no reference to any particular vote upon which the information might
be based, and no disclosure of contrasting votes. They're taken from Schneller's brochure, and they're
on the ll3 page with the heading "CANDIDATE COMPARISON CHART*

CANDIDATE COMPARIS ON CHART
r Voted for not allowing neighborhood protest voice against density infill and

neighborhood clusters.. is this fair play??
o Voted for requiring Missoulians to vote on the Iraq War resolution
o Voted 1.6 million dollar expenditure for the renovated council chamber meeting room,

which is valued only at 1/2 that cost
r Supported and voted to approve 8-million dollar overcharge for the "Splash Aquatics

Pool" projects without ballot and bond approval

For what it's worth, the "neighborhood protest voice" piece is wrong, and
I did not "require" anyone to vote on the Iraq War resolution, and
I'm not sure how much of the money he's talking about went to the "council chamber meeting

room," which is only apart of what we paid for; also, I have no idea what the "council chamber
meeting room" is valued at today; also, I'm not exactly sure what part of the facility is being called the
"council chamber meeting room;" and

I could not possibly have voted to approve an 8-million dollar overcharge for the "Splash
Aquatics Pool" projects, since the entire overage for the aquatics project, including Splash and
Currents and several spray decks, was (as I recall) less than 3 million dollars.

The items cited above say "voted," so I'm sure that the rules apply.There are other untrue
statements on the same page, such as "Favors not allowing the Pledge of Allegiance to be part of
opening ceremonies of city council meetings" and "Approved double billing by forcing Mountain
Water to increase user rates." As for the statement that I "increased local property taxes at 6Yo per year

for the past 8-years," it would be good to know how Mr, Schneller arrived at that number; however, he

didn't say I "voted" to do it, only that I "increased" taxes. I'd think he should support that statement, if
possibie.

"Mr. Schneller did make several true statements; for instance, I actually did vote to increase

City Council salary by $2,000, and I do support a countywide 2 cent per gallon gas tax.

Cornplaint by Ed Childers, 1755 W Central, Missoula, MT
against Lewie Schneller, 2215 So 13ft West, Missoula, MT
Violations of MCA 13-35-225 1011912007 Pase2
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TE\NTIE SCHI{ELI#N

For Ward 6

Lerrie Schneller
ForGiffGouncil .

2215 SCI 13h West
M*ssoula" MT 5S801

li'lwry. LE!ff | EITAR D6ftYahss. sorn
40e*s+4-*198

HI FOLH$!

I want to be your next City Co*rncit repres*ntative and I need your vote to make that
happcn. Your rrote will deterrrlne lf ule harre an oFen a*d honeet eity cnuncil.

tlnrtin Gutharle endcrs€s Ler,vie Schnel*er. tvtarlf asks allWard 6 to vote Lewie
Schneller and bfing poeltive change to Missoula City Council..

All eity eouncil members ar€ $!i.orn at the beginning of their term to uphold the conetitr.*iion*
of the United $lates and the $tate sf Mentana. The Msntana Constitution provides lhat to
the fullest degrce po*lble the public shnrld have the r$ht to particlpat* in public debate"
Frivate e-rnails shared am+ngat eix members of councilduring a eounc*l meeting is a Bafi of
the discu*sion. The Open Meeting Lew requires that dissu$sipn be awilabh at the ii,me of
the debate. Hot allo\Aring all relevant infqilnatiln to be included in public di*cuseions where
decision making will take plaae is a form of c*n*orntrrlp, A prnfieroor sf Folitical ScieilEe;
$*ted in a Misssulian artisle dated September $0, t0S7; he felt trhe fuilure t's diselqse e- .

mails betrreen city council nembem uiolaH the intent of the Open Meeting Law if not the
letter of the law. $o t*lty wculd Mr Chi*ders fail to di*close hiu ewnnents cn any issue
before vating on that issue?

The importance of reinforcing Am*riran and Montanan values by respecting the Pledge of
Allegianae wat disgraed August fi, 20OT in csnnmenk of Councll members rpposing a
pennanent change ts add the Fledge of Atlegiance to the City CouneilAgenda. I srpport
addingthe Pkdge of Alhgiance to the wuncilagerda and the valuer itembodbs-

Ward 6 eleetorst€ is deservin$ of a representative who respe*t* their vah,gs and opinions. I

will respect and hsnarthe Ward 6 elec'torate.

Respectftrllv.

W'dE"lo
Lewie Schnelter

Feid fur by Levrrie Schnaller for Gity CEuncil, t21S S 13'n St W, friliesoula {lJlT FS801 {06-544.418S
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LEWIE SGHHELLER
* I will be more frugal and
resFon$ible with taxpayer
dollane

* I believe sidewalks and
curbs are nice to have, nst
a need to have. I will not
burden any household
unnece$sarily.

" We have underfunded
transportation needs, but
burdening the pooreat in
Missoula is a bad idea" I

will spend more sf the eunent
budget sn transportation.

* Missoulians nou$ are paying
twice the same amount ta the
City of Missoula and Mountain
Water" I would have reduced
Propedy tsxes by $+e9,000"

EN GilILAERS
" Froposed dsuhling the
cunent city council salary
from $1 1,000 ta $22,0OO.

* Fd Childers has been
aupportative of the
Franklin to Fort Neighborhsod
Souncil Infrastructure Flan for
new sidewalks, gutlers and
fire hydrants.

* Fsvors the new
Transpcftatisn lmpact Fee
prsp€$ed by l\ltrayor Engen.

* Suppotts keeping the
$4?S,000 in propeily tax
that had been spent en
fire hydrants each year a$
a re-allocation af those
Property taxes.

* Current infill policies have tailed * Favsrs continuing down
to provide meaningful affordability the eurrent infill path or
in hsusing. Current palicies even increasing crowding
encourage land speculation resulting to rnake housing rnsre
in historically high real estate inffation. exlensive.
I would encsurage direct fundlng to
qualified individusls a portion of V$te fsr
Community Development Block Grant
monies. I wourd eRcorirage emproyers Lewie schneller
with good wsge scales ts locate tfreir city council
business ln Missoute. tlUard 6
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